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AN APPEAL TO JOIN GAA 

Appeal from Dr. S.K.  Sen and Dr. N.R. Banerjea 
(A joint appeal by Dr. Sankar Kumar Sen (48 EE), Ex 
Minister of Energy, Government of West Bengal and Dr. N. R. 
Banerjea, Vice-Chancellor, BESUS made on November 8, 
2005 to join GAA-BESUS)                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
Bengal Engineering and Science University, Shibpur 
(BESUS), formerly B. E. College is the second oldest 
engineering college in India and was second to none in terms 
of its quality of education during its earlier days. At this time, 
along with six other institutes Government of India is 
considering BESUS to upgrade it to an IIT. 
 
Our Alma Mater is, therefore, at an important crossroad in its 
history of evolution. A right decision and vision is necessary 
to elevate BESUS back to its historical seat of excellence and 
prestige.  
 
It is our cherished dream that our Alma Mater regains its 
position as the top engineering university in India. Inputs 
from our alumni at this juncture in the development of our 
Alma Mater are very important. The only way we can 
participate collectively is through a Global Alumni 
Association (GAA-BESUS). Accordingly a GAA-BESUS  
has been formed and registered in Kolkata with the mission to 
reach, serve and engage all its alumni, faculty and students to 
foster a life long intellectual and emotional connection 
between the university and its graduates, and also to support 
in developing BESUS to a premier technical institution in 
India. The GAA-BESUS will provide a unified voice of more 
than 20,000 alumni worldwide. 
 
A registered office of GAA-BESUS has been established at 
the university campus. This office is in the process of 
equipping fully with computers, internet and scanning, faxing 
and copying facilities. This office will have paid staff to 
support needs of all of our member alumni.  
 
GAA should represent all alumni of BEC/BECDU/BESUS. In 
order to make it successful it is now very crucial that all 
alumni participate in GAA-BESUS by becoming member of 
GAA-BESUS. Additional information on GAA-BESUS 
including a membership form will be available in the web site 
www.becollege.org   
 
This new organization needs all your support. We, therefore, 
sincerely urge you all alumni of BEC/BECDU/BESUS to 
sincerely consider becoming member of this great 
organization. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Alumni Web Site http://www.becollege.org 
BESU Official Web Site: http://www.becs.ac.in 

 
 
 

 
2 

 

MISSION AND GOALS OF THE GAA 
 
Mission and Goals of the GAA 
 
The “Global Alumni Association of Bengal Engineering and 
Science University, Shibpur (GAABESUS)” has been 
registered to cultivate and maintain among its fellow members 
a sentiment of respect for one another, affection and 
attachment to BEC/BECDU/BESUS, as well as to support 
and promote the interests of the institute in every possible 
way.  
 
Mission Statement: The Global Alumni Association of Bengal 
Engineering and Science University, Shibpur (GAABESUS) 
seeks to reach, serve and engage all its alumni, faculty and 
students to foster a lifelong intellectual and emotional 
connection between the college and its graduates; and to 
enhance the capability of Bengal Engineering and Science 
University, Shibpur (BESUS). 
 
Goals: The primary goals of the Association include but are 
not limited to the following: 
 
• As the unified voice of more than 20,000 alumni 

worldwide, act in an advisory capacity in creating and 
nurturing a mutually beneficial relationship among the 
institute, its alumni and its current and future students as 
well as to engage interested alumni intellectually and 
socially with each other;  

 
• To help regain the University’s pre-eminent position in 

engineering education by offering professional 
competence, knowledge and expertise of the 
GAABESUS’ members; by projecting its contribution to 
the engineering profession & strengthening its educational 
programs; and ensuring that the University is recognized 
as an IIT/Institute of National Importance;   

 
• To work with the University in soliciting contributions 

and funds from the alumni, the various levels of 
government, foundations and foreign agencies in order to 
upgrade infrastructure and develop and/or expand new 
curriculum and research programs;   

 
• To help alumni and/or students in distress by creating and 

maintaining a benevolent fund account;  
 
• To serve as the primary channel of communication 

between the University and its global alumni community 
by publishing and circulating a periodic alumni newsletter 

(news on developments at the University and about their 
fellow alumni), organizing professional events, reunions 
and get-togethers of local and/or regional chapters;  

 
• To assist the school in improving its knowledge base and 

dissemination of the same, and in the development of 
innovative technology that serves the needs of the society 
at large;  

  
• To assist the University in organizing national & 

international seminars, workshops and conferences in all 
areas of scholarship to improve the knowledge base of the 
university community; and  

 
• To do all such things as may be deemed incidental or 

conducive to the attainment of the foregoing objects. 
 

 
GAABESUS DISCUSSIONS AND DECISIONS 
 
Review of GAABESUS meeting on 28th December, 2005 
 
The Adhoc Executive Committee of GAABESUS met on 
28th December, 2006.  The following is a summary of the 
discussions and major decisions made at the meeting, as 
communicated by Mr. Santanu Kumar Karmakar, Honorary 
Secretary, GAABESUS. 
 
1. Pending amendments to the Memorandum of Association 

& Regulations, the following arrangements may be made, 
which would be tentative and subject to the said 
amendments :- 

 
(a)   Annual Membership Fees for ex-students in India 

would be Rs. 250.00 with effect from 1st April, 2006.  
 
(b)  A category of Associate Members or Affiliate 

Members would be created for faculty members of 
BESUS (present and former) and well wishers (in 
India and abroad), who are not ex-students of BESUS. 
Associates / Affiliates would pay the same 
Membership Fees as applicable to ex-students in their 
country of residence and would not have any voting 
rights, but would have the right to forward their 
suggestions / opinions, etc. to the Adhoc Executive 
Committee for examination. However, Executive 
Committee is reviewing to give special privileges to 
present faculty and ex-faculty of B E College to 
involve them with GAABESU for active participation 
in relevant sub-committees.  
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(c)  For Alumni in the Middle East countries, Life 

Membership Fees would be INR 5000.00 and they 
would be admitted as Life Members tentatively, 
subject to the aforesaid modifications of the 
Memorandum & Regulations.  

 

 
 
Sign directing to the new GAABESUS Office 

 
(d) Alumni domiciled in Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal, 

Bhutan Myanmar, Maldives and Sri Lanka would pay 
the same membership fees as ex-students resident in 
India. 

 
(e)  Alumni residing in the rest of the world pay US$ 

300.00 for Life Membership. 
 
(f)   Annual Membership fee has been rationalized as one 

tenth of Life Membership elsewhere. 
  
2. The Adhoc office bearers would co-opt the following 

members to the Adhoc Executive Committee for proper 
functioning of GAA, till elections are held for filing up 
such posts. For the time being, the following co-options 
would be made:- 

 
� From the United States   3 members 
� From Canada   2 members 
� From United Kingdom  2 members 
� From the Middle East  2 members 
� From Bangalore   2 members 
� From New Delhi   2 members  
� From Mumbai   2 members 

 
The aforesaid number of representatives from different 
countries / locations is tentative and subject to approval.    
Dr. S. K. Karmakar and Dr. Swapan Saha would suggest 

the names to Mr. Santanu Chatterjee in consultation with 
the active GAA members in these countries / locations and 
/ or the local alumni associations, as may be applicable / 
suitable.   

  
3. The Membership Drive would be focused, for the time 

being, on India, U.S.A., Canada, UK and the Middle East. 
It was suggested that some 3,500 personal e-mails should 
be sent to the ex-students, who have already registered on 
the website, to be followed up by a written request 
subsequently, appealing to them to join as life members of 
GAA. 
  

 
 
Amitabha Ghoshal (57CE), President, GAABESUS - setting 
the ground rules for the meeting 
 
Mr. Amitabha Ghoshal, Dr. Swapan Saha, Dr. S. K. 
Karmakar and Mr. Santanu Chatterjee would make an 
attempt to identify two or three Alumni from each batch of 
graduates and from each local chapter and constitute a 
Membership Sub-Committee with them, under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Amitabha Ghoshal.  As for India, the 
focus should be on Salt Lake City, Kharagpur, Durgapur, 
Jamshedpur, Ranchi, Rourkella, Bangalore, Mumbai, and 
New Delhi.  
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Speakers at the meeting: From left (Santanu Chatterjee 
missing in this photo) Arun Deb, Amitabha Ghoshal, VC (Dr. 
N.R. Banerjea) and Santanu Karmakar 
 
4. Organisational Work – A Sub-Committee would be formed 

of active and willing ex-students, say, five present faculty 
members and two or three from Kolkata for the purpose.  
Dr. Swapan Saha and Dr. S. K. Karmakar would identify 
the ex-students for the purpose. It was unanimously felt that 
Mr. Ashit Kumar Palit should be co-opted to the Adhoc 
Executive Committee and also inducted into the 
Organisational Sub-Committee. 

 

 
  
Some of the attendees of the GAABESUS meeting on 
December 19, 2005.  
 
5. A Constitutional and Legal Sub-Committee would be 

constituted with Mr. Santanu Chatterjee as Chairman for 
taking care of legal aspects, amendments to the 
Memorandum of Association & Regulations, to follow up 
actions on the FC(R)A registration and thereafter obtaining 
Income Tax exemption under Section 80G of the Income 
Tax Act. He would induct other members in the Sub-
Committee in consultation with the other office bearers and 
the Ad-hoc Executive Committee. 

 
6. A Media and Public Relations Sub-Committee would be 

constituted with Mr. Tarun Basu as the Chairman, who 
together with Dr. S. K. Karmakar and Dr. Swapan Saha 
would induct other members in the Sub-Committee. 

  
7. A GAA Operations Sub-Committee would also be 

constituted with Dr. S. K. Karmakar as Chairman and 
members identified by him and Dr. Swapan Saha. 

 

 
 
Inauguration: VC (Dr. N.R. Banerjea) on Dec 19, 2005 
 
8. Similarly, a scholarship Sub-Committee would have to be 

constituted. 
 

 
 
Inauguration: Historic moment – VC (Dr. N.R. Banerjea), 
Piyali Dey, Arun Deb 
  
 
9. All the aforesaid Sub-Committees would be Adhoc, till 

formal elections take place. 
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RECENT MEDIA COVERAGE ON THE DECEMBER 28, 2005 MEET ING AND THE IIT/INI INITIATIVE 

 
 
Report published in Anandabazar Patrika on December 28, 2005 
 
 

 
 


