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Waiting for the
od

PROPOSAL by the Mindsory

of Hianan Hesorance

Dimvelopament to upgrads the

iengal  Enginecring  and
Scienoe Undversy [BESLD 1o this sia-
pis of am Instinate of Notlonal  moved to Shibpor in 1880, ln 1921 &
Impamance (N0 e been widely was renamed Bengal Engineering
applavded. Conslderdng the instl- ©
fute’s role in the lost 150 years of its
exisience, the honour is highly
deserving. The proposal, prosided i s
passed, will be mplemenied carly
N VL

(e siale povermment is, however
el to make iis opinion public,

Ap nmeeting with BESU awthorities
lesr week, Prof Sudarshan Roy
Chowdhury, West Bengal Minister for
Higher Bducation. assured of the
stnie’s suppart in upgrading the nsd-
tute o the [Indian Institute of
Engineering Sclence and Tectinobogy
[(IEST} @ms recommended by the
Anondkrishnan Comemitiee.
Hivever, the minister f@ailed to cleas
upon the @soes o govermanoe aind
ndmbssion procedure that were o
prisvadl nfier the upgradation.

Feachers amd siwdents ax BEST am
gettlng Increasingly apprehensive as
towiveiliver e state will at all give the
gr-aliewd. The university bas nsked
foir an I‘qﬂf decision of the siate Fove
ernment =2 that the upgracdation can
be dowe amoumd 24 November, e
day whien the university will stan cel-
ebraiing s 150 years. They hed
itwenlensd (o sar & sustnined gita-
e il the state didd pot spprove of the
ldes within Ceerobier

The hissory

Cmse of the very first Indian engi-
neerling schools, Bishops College
staried imparting civil engineering
trabnimg 1o jis first batch of 10 s
denis inside theee roomms of the
Wrrers Bulldings in L8536, From 1865
i [B7S Rishops C nlll.'ﬂ;! wiirkid @
thie civil englneering deparrment of
Presldency College. The college was

Why is the West Bengal government so
indifferent about having Bengal
Engineering and Science University
upgraded to the status of an Institute of
National Importance, asks Manas Joardar

under the Undversity of Cafcuta. In
2004 i was urmed (o & full-ledeed
unlversiny — BESL.

Run under the aegis of the Wes
Bengadl  governments  education
depaniment, BE College was glven o
desined university saatus in 1992 -
working as n constisent college
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The build-up

During their regime, the National
Demspcratie Alllance MDA) govern
mend in Delhi had announced thai
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'ln‘lmnl.nn.' nnd, of

five new Indinn  Institutes  af
Technology would be set up, The pre-
sent United Progressives Alliance
UPA) povernment decided, instead,
io rufse @ fow [poni-ranking colleges to
ihie 1T status and se wp a commities
under the chnimmanship of 5K loshi in
2007 to identify such colleges.

The Joshi Commities picked seven:
instinue of Technology (Bankmms
Hindu University); University College
of Enginesring amd Techoology
Cwmuonia University); Zakds Hissain
Colkege  of Engneering  and
Technology  (Allgarh  Muslim
Universiny); Andhen Unisersicy
College af Engineering:
Cochin University of Sclence
el 'Iﬂ;hnl;r.lr.r!:,-', Jaclaeprur
University Departmenis
af Engineering and

comarse, BESL]

4 thiree-member
codmmines, comprising
b | Ananidakrishnan
[chairman)] - a [ormer
professor of 0T Kangar,

W Singh. a fomoer Hoodkes
University wvice.chancellor anad
Amitehha Ghose, a former director of
the |ITT, Ehamgpur, was formsd

The commiies visited all the seven
Institutes refermed by the Jeshi
Committee and went on o meticu-
lously survey the dain on parmmeters
like faculty, infrastructure, gover-
nance pattem, research activities,
s’ aclivdecion et and guilimii-
e js meport o the MHERD in

Fehruary ihis year

In & mectng convened by the
MHED In September in Delbi, the
repart wos discutsed with the repae-
sentatives of all seven institudes along
with their pasent universities and also
associaied stale giverninent afficials.

The scheme

In the Anandslorishnan eport the
shori-lsved insthtnies were mnked
accarding o thelr asessed potential
and happily for = protagonists, BESD
topped the list.

In Idin, over 560 per cent of the
12300 oddd engineering collegpes oller
only Bachelors degrees. More ool
leges are needed now for providing
degress m the postgrachale and doc-
jofal level Under the mew schems
students would be tught englness-
ing enriched with the knwleadge of
frontiers of science. [n this system - n
blending of IITs and ithe Indian
Institute of Science - the upgmded
instinaes woulkd be called Indian
Instituies of Engineering Science and
Technology (ITEST). Through an Act
al Parfiament, they will be nooonded
Wi Stanes ol an Institile of National

lmpesrtance (NI,

The NESTs will offer a five-year
integrated donl degree (BT
MTech! in engineering and also §
five-year Iniegrafed MSe programims
in applled schences. MTech (lor stes
dents from other institutes) and Pl
programmes, with the provision lrn'
scholarships, will also be conducied.
The existing Blech programie wil]
b ciecontinuad n the next (e vean

Housing fcilities for studenin al
fuculty shall be provided ot the cam®
priss. Sakary scales and serdce condl
tinns will be simlar 1o those 1 this
i,

i cormumirtee recommended thar
an NEST will be under the control of
the centml govermment and the g’
emance system will be similar

that of an T with faculty council
studpnis’ coumcil, dean ete, The

NEST Council. i central body, will

be lnrmed 10 coondinute activities

of all the TESTs.

NEST: should be flly oanced
by the ceniral government The
will receive Re250-300 croee each

spread over the it fve years, 7
improve infrastructure, After the 1 llh

plan period, each college will get u.l"
annml grant of Re40-50 crom

Admission 10 an NEST may be
through IIT-TEE, AITEFE or an all India

enirance sxaminatian i
The BESU case

Upzrmidingy WESLY o the level of an
Instinrte of Mational Imponance will
surely add glory io the academic sce-
nario of the staie. Given that the inst;
tute wotkd be funded by the govem®
mient at the Centre, I wont be a bur.,
den on the sinie excheguer. Tustion
nnd other foes, i@ could be l.':'.pru‘.rd.
nre not going o he esorblmncly high
aned should nat deprive the dBadan
taped sections of socieny,

But why then s the sie goverd
ment silent? Once they complained of
stuclents of the sinte oot doing well af
the IT-TEE, blissfully fomeeiting thai
the Higher Secomdary syllabus ok
e in Wiest Hengal dines not equip
ane well enoiggh to tackle the IT-JEE
enrance lesl Now, of course, the sy
labvis hss besn updsted 10 @ signill
CANL eenL

Is the West Bengal governmen
unhappy with the kea of losing con:
trol over BESU then?

{Thae seidthos o former e of B
Senate and Synddicate, 5 @ refived
teecher of Appiied Ploysics -Inlruu.
Lirafpersiitn



