FIFTH DIMENSION

A BESU,SHIBPUR STUDENTS’ ENDEAVOUR




A brief retrospective:

After the inception of IITs through implementatioh N.R.Sarkar committee report in
1947, several decades have passed without anylecoteasure towards furtherance of
higher technical education in our country. The elggawvaited breakthrough appeared in
the sight with the announcement of a programmetving) up new IITs in our country by
the former Prime Minister Shri Atal Behari Bajpayaéis Independence Day speech on
August 15, 2003. Immediately, the minister of Hunesource Developement (MHRD)
of Government of India (GOI) initiated the programnby forming the S.K.Joshi
committee in 2003, with the mandate for identificat of institution of having the
potential for transformation into IITs. In the repsubmitted to MHRD, GOI the
committee short listed seven prospective instihgiodor upgradation. The report
prompted MHRD to form an expert committee with Priof. Anandakrishnan as the
convener and Prof A. Ghosh and Prof DV Singh asrtémbers with an aim to assess the
potential of the identified institutions. On thesksof a rigorous diagnostic exercise, the
committee prepared a detailed roadmap for upgadaft the institution and submitted
its report to the MHRD in February 2006. It is atteaof pride for everyone related to
BESU, Shibpur that it has been identified mostadl institute to be transformed into an
institution of National Importance (INI). Five sudfstitutions will be named as Indian
Institute of Engineering Science and TechnologigSIT).

In the year 1945, despite its legacy in the aretechnological education, BE
College was left outside the purview of N.R.Sark@ammittee. In the post independence
India, major attention was focused on the IITs #%LCs with an aim to project this
institutions as the brand of the country before wweld. Institutions like BE College
continued to survive as a State aided collegehfeildG engineering education. However,
BE College by virtue of its acclaimed legacy couéd to excel in the UG education
along with special emphasis on PG education anéarek. In recognition to its
contribution, BE College was conferred the statuawionomy in the form of Deemed
University in 1993. The recognition fired the aggpion but soon the crisis was realized.
The University critically assessed the crisis dmdugh a meticulous exercise figured out
the projected vision and upgradation programmevds particularly realized that the
conceived paradigm shift calls for not some speededial measure, but an upgradation
package under the scope of INI. In April 2004, then VC submitted a proposal to
MHRD for upgradation of BEC(DU) to an INI. The effeeventually coincided with the
launching of the aforesaid transformation progranoym&HRD.

In the course of interactions with the MHRD, BEC(Dexerted its best endeavor
and asserted its eagerness for the transformatioNIt In this direction, the aspiration
has incessantly been echoed from all the corneBEGS fraternity. In the mean time, the
institution was transformed a University in Oct, 020 and was named, Bengal
Engineering and Science University, Shibpur, BESUI& Anandakrishnan committee
visited BESU, Shibpur in December,2005. On comgptewf their task the committee
submitted its recommendation to MHRD on February2086. The committee placed
BESUS on the top of the list of the five prospeetinstitutions.

In their report the committee proposed a novelceptual mode of a high level
technological institution of national importancenhelfeatures of this model are that it is
an INI formed by an act of Parliament of India wamomenclature of Indian Institute of
Science and Technology (IIEST). All lIESTs will &®ther constitute a new system of
institutions in technical education in the counffpe proposed governance system of the




[ITs will be comparable to that of the 1ITs, inclag Common Council for all IESTs and
the primary source of financial support will be #&IRD, GOI.

The committee recommended that in order the bagectives of transformation

related to strengthening the key attributes ofittstitution, the financial outlay for the
11" plan period(2007-2012) required to fulfill the comn and specific goals of BESUS
for transformation to IIEST has been estimated sat329.55 crore including a recurring
annual grant of Rs. 47.31 crores.

Our issues of concern:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

To us major causes of concern in this regard neagunmarized as following

Upgradation of BESU, Shibpur to INI level will nohly make provision but also
generate impetus and encouragement to local stdenthigher technological
education for example, a large number of studeua#dify from Kharagpur town
considering the population of Kharagpur. This ugtfor the states which have the
other IIT/INIs too. Just to site another examplelasge number of medical
students from Delhi qualify to AIIMS. We feel thaiving such an institute in
vicinity of Kolkata and West Bengal and Kolkata wdhuse a serious change in
the motivation of outbooming youngsters to makerbelves more competent to
face the global economy and compete with their roftate fellow student
colleagues with more preparedness rather beingirvdéim womb and being
protected.Most importantly, off late WBCHSE hasetalappropriate measures to
upgrade the syllabi in order to enhance the shiatieecstudents from our state to
national level opportunities.

The scope of graduate level technical educationii@aeased sharply in last one
decade. But the scope of PG level technical edutdtas not developed in that
ratio. This upgradation will unlock the door of heg technical education to the
students those who are coming out with B.Tech ledefiree from private
engineering colleges and other state engineeriheges

Looking at the scenario of BEC, even after 150 yedrits existence and being
the forerunner in technical education, BEC is degatiof National level branding
whereas the other contemporary institution i.e.Re® University has conferred
the same.

BE College has contributed significantly to thehi@ical development of our
country during the pre and post independent eraveier, the due recognition of
the institute is still awaiting

The domain of Technological Education in which BESSUsed to reign in the
past is gradually shrinking due to the fast growthnewly established under
graduate institutes. Therefore at this point ofetiBEC should be elevated to a
level such that its potential may appropriatelyized for the cause of High Level
Technical Education. At the same time it may bereppted that in the present
era of knowledge based technological developméetetis an acute scarcity in
the PG manpower for example..

a) Restricted opportunity of quality PG education ur state

b) Entry to the institute with INI brand is restricted only about three
thousand students though about 15000 studentsveeder same and the
need is escalating.
In this context, BEC is having the right kind of laience, potential and
preparedness to support the crisis.




6) In the past graduates from BEC have been placdkeimpex of the professional
sector. However during the last couple of decatlese is of gradual decadence
in the process of prosperity. The reason is fageld@pment of other technological
institutions during this period. While BEC has bd@pt away from competitive
upgradation.

Our opinion:
A careful scrutiny reveals that in their report theandakrishnan committee has
encompassed all the crucial aspects and proposetl aonceived target oriented
approach. Therefore the recommendations must blemgnted in its totality for
the upgradation of BESUS.

At this crucial juncture, we the students of BESWSorder to achieve a
consensus regarding the upgradation of BESUS talMiread based discussion
among the stakeholders and the visionaries is wiada With this motivation we
call for a convention to discuss the various aspettipgradation process and the
necessity and measures to expediate the procesdl byeans possible. We
eagerly await your honoured presence to enlighsan this very event.

For further information and to convey your suggestion please contact:

DEBROOP SENGUPTA
debroop s@yahoo.co.in
Mobile no.:9831790917

MOHAR SEN
mohar.sen@agmail.com
Mobile no.:9831932440

AVIGYAN BERA
imir mech@yahoo.co.in

Mobile no.:9830123568




