Dated: February 21, 2006

Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharya

Hon'ble Chief Minister of West Bengal
Govt. of West Bengal,

Writers' Buildings,

Kolkata - 700001, India

Re: Appeal to accept MHRD proposal for conversion of BESUS to an IIT/INI
Dear Sri Bhattacharya:

India is moving towards the knowledge economy together with the developed world. In this
economic environment, knowledge rather than physical resources is main driver of economic
growth. The contribution of knowledge-based industries to total value added has steadily
increased in the OECD countries. The Economist reports, “Best companies are now devoting at
least a third of their investment to knowledge-intensive intangibles such as R&D, licensing and
marketing. Universities are among the most important engines of the knowledge economy. Not
only do they produce the brain workers who man it, they also provide much of its backbone, from
laboratories to libraries to computer networks.”

With that in mind, we, the alumni/alumnae, students, faculty, staff, administrators and well-
wishers of Bengal Engineering & Science University (erstwhile BEC/BECDU), welcomed your
recent initiatives to set up more national institutes in West Bengal and to allow top colleges to
gain more autonomy so that these institutes become true center of excellence and become the
engines of new economy in West Bengal. It is very heartening to note that the WB Government
under your able leadership has convinced the Ambani Group to set up an Institute of Information
and Communication Technology in West Bengal. The conversion of BESUS to an IIT or
equivalent will complement the efforts you have already initiated in the field of education.
Conversion of BESUS to a world-class educational institute that it once was will strengthen the
core competence of West Bengal in the technology area.

It is our understanding that MHRD’s expert committee on visiting the campus on 2nd of
December 2005 has spoken highly of BESUS as a candidate for conversion to IIT. MHRD has
invited VC, BESUS to discuss the conversion process on 23rd. of February 2006. The Central
Government is expected to announce the name of the schools to be upgraded to IIT and how
much grant each school will get to improve its infrastructure. However, this conversion will only
be possible if the Government of West Bengal Government agrees to MHRD’s proposal.

We are sure that you are aware why the conversion of BESUS to an IIT is so very important for
our State. We nevertheless would like to recap those rationales below in our own way and the
benefits from this upgradation to the state will be quite obvious from those.

1. The financial and other support that it will receive to upgrade to an IIT (somewhere
between Rs. 300.00 Cr. and Rs. 900.00 Cr.) will be very essential for the development of
infrastructure, laboratories and testing facilities. Improved facilities will attract a lot of
talent, both as faculty and as students, from within the state as well as outside.

2. Being within the fold of a group of competent IITs of very high standard will bring in a
sense of competition which is so very essential in building a culture of excellence. This
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